OB G RIRBARFHDORFEI NG EASEE LR T

4 % &% Paleoecology Research Group



Feldwork

BT AR, A RIFR A, AR A QKRBT R 5. e F .,
HABE, FRTADGERMNAIRECE R, AFHHE—BHG., RET
ANE R ZRE M, BEWBLAAF— B R T KA, CANH Lo s RR Ty
Pt R RAVA TR LT, TRAZMERG D Ko

B e SRl o e S

R T W B I 45 38

R IE XK R — & 8

Bz TR, 656
. AT T LET,
WPl AR AT B AR AG 3
‘zWH. AR, AT
R ke B89 W), RS

X B R E AL, OB A A A i 8 R

TR 5L RRAE,



03

BN

05
M UNG

13
Mg &

25
SKWEEFHITE

YE5FEpR
2020 EHESAH T L RCE 41
m, HPhaEUE—1EE5%zH
20 BXEMH A SCI, HhEE—X

XE4R.

%2 AEREEE R W

O s

-y
:
8

‘% e

AiE @

(ammaER)

MM E T 21T

X | EEH

29

RS LR

31
SEEETE

EEERER

MG SR EFIENIRIZ RIS AL ZERTE B & L ATE A &€ XK E—
B, RELULRSTESREEEMEFX, BIELEERN “HEMtE" .

mESHRA

38 Paleoecology Research Group
TiERE

39 REFER: HRE. RES
PNFA) BAIES: PRIES

B 'miE KB, REER
EF'*Z Eﬂilb _ﬂéﬁtﬁk_/\



HERSEERS:, fRR “ERERT, 2L E ,
NES UBERE MR OReIHRIR . ARl N -
MR (RRE HRA Bk ERW) - 5ok |

BB EM (B KOG T R =)

AR A 5T AR AR AT R E R 2 B P SRR gl B A W IR A R — — ) FI40 A 2 4 [ 19 116 DS FE AL A . 8 E 2020
%7{(

ST, MR 2 ERAS AT 3 A7 i R A . 8 H, EBKH L EEIN 3090 4, H PP

S L AL LA SN RN 5 i 11257 N, HApiE L4 R0 6786 A (& HERE
AL AR ba AL SV RTPS

7%\ A\

2 237 A HE TRER L 45 A) .

o TEBEBE RN R I P E B2 M AR S0

\ i, ZEFIK 116 Frl MR RALZ —, BEAEFRIK
MFHERTFERREMY, EECWE M. HEE2E
B2 PH OB i 4l #4451 4 [l 2 A I T AR R W EE M
BEE. EYETRERX L EDE, hEER2EF
R PR GRIRRE L E A — RIS R
AAAAA KA REIX .

CpE A AN L O, MR R R
3R 2H 5 9 ERUIASTE (AU TR T TR A SRR

ERBAR (U X £ 125 R KA M (LT RO, PRl SR
e Eg WA KT S LA 5 R R A M A A, T
AR NI TR SR A 2 R 8 K E e SR A

BRI«
0S5 | LA A E R AL T §§i$%i1Eﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ%iﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%%%ﬁi,%%&%%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ
ﬁﬁ ggY@Vfw%mﬁﬁu&w%ﬁﬁwmmmmﬁo
é:wggﬁgyf
5

T 7 8 2 B S A B 0 o B b b
ST IR (TR SRR LR ) 1 R X | —— \ B
‘ TR IR (Rl R RO R ISR 5 ~ B LT 0 R AR, AR S A (6 U
L R B (L N

]

SGIPUING 5 €/ IR VI o s N B E DY af = ctes; 7 S RS2 O 2 E )
HPNEFE R, FEXS AR BT T

PRG | 3 PRG | 4



s HIBA

{4

SNSHE

)

Uk BILR. BRotaslk
5o HR HAB SR A EE

M7 58 g SR AR X A A BRI
Rl AR ASHIBE ST

TSR AMEERERIAR 5 4, HtLE 14 (B85
LR LN, Bistdi 154, BAETEERAR 24, %
TN 42 (BEIMEREFRAR 2 N) o 2020 FH LG
2 N, Blvifsed: 3 &4, BHE 1 BRI 2 SR A .

» & \ A : sutao@xtbg.org.cn

BS54 JiReiil=e USSR

WIS, . SRS LR s . S .
FLRSEL DTS 14 IR H . EREERAE S R

B HIWEE

B4 : zhouzk@xtbg.ac.cn

HEFE : list@xtbg.org.cn
zhouzk@mail .kib.ac.cn i

B BRI 5T SR BhERT 43 A
MR PRI 0 B T 7 5 52 32 WA R, dr s, HIR R
HAX R B RTF

SRR R E A5

HEAE : livjia@xtbg.ac.cn

84 : huangjian@xtbg.ac.cn

PRG | 5 PRG | 6



W5 IRA

EE HRAR

” :! :MI{okmnfUXndrewfbpncer

M=

(Gaurav: Srivastava

(S4EED) @GNED)
%@%ﬁﬁ? BB Birbal Sahni g
ﬁﬁ AR VIR R B ER

ﬁﬁ%mﬁﬁ

|7
MERFH ﬁﬁﬂéﬁﬁﬁ/ﬁ PR 4Bk M B R
SABEERITRE JR) )52 e ) B 5

i (X R B 5

/ ¢ j (e 1 ‘ ~ .
B AL i : BRI
1| eT———  ERERE
] |swrsurmmmrss AT

7/ ‘

MARE AR R 5 R 5

M%ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ% A & ﬁ%
RS AT SRS

P EE

1T

© é dric'el'Rio - s
‘ : P 5K A
;ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ N7 20 Sl WHS5&3%H

‘American Journal of

- \Botany HZE & A

N BRI
VRO KBt R4 X 2R 3 AR A 5% R4 - zhangjing@xtbg.ac.cn

M%ﬁiﬁ%% ﬁ?%Eﬁ

MEAS . cedric.del-rio@edu.mnhn.fr
PRG |7

2020 FERE e iw
L-I—lljj|'r.l"__l

Shook Liing Low

LA (DKL)
© sy
= FEH BT R

BT

;R HO L
HEAH : shookling@xtbg.ac.cn

HEAE : hujinjin@mail kib.ac.cn

2020 F£E

{—EF
&=
=
[

Ky i'%?]%\ &. fEdk. Aung Aye Thida
4 HERAE SN BHERR
};iﬁj’j\‘ . SRl 2% 2z b S0 LTI 2 H
A PEBER N ERA E TS A S

e MLHFEE RI6: W R R
£ 15 4]
IR A, IR R 2
Aung Ave Thida BEBFRE B FRERFRRA
(i) ER PN N A= R

M RAFSRE R & 3 RN SRS R R 2R 2 S i

WK

%ﬁ *Iﬁ%%%%ﬁ%ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬁ £

PRG | 8



it |UN

iEdi]N
i m o3 H- Bt Fos4
ﬁﬂ: b 4 VWi il ﬁ b 4 Wi
1JF - g B . Fh a3 5 e e
~F
XB’}(% '}:E/? HE YA A Y R AR R Hung Nguyen Ba  BE AR R 5T
G SITE % R A A R ( AT )
ME4E . dengweiyudong@xtbg. ac. cn HER nbhung@vnmn.vast.vn
. TREFRRA, SaEARERERT FIH: TETR R
iff% Epfj HRAENRHEAZ LS OscarVerduzco MR AESE RN NGEEREN HR
Lt 720 ( 2 )
ME%4H: songaioppo@l163. com MBFE . osverto@hotmail.com
TN BAWEMR. BERERFRR
I T R AL Fifi
, N L ﬁ Y o
MEAT : wumengxiao@outlook. com j"_, i
T TREHIAR R I TRERIR R
Tk e R A A E ) 2 AR DT S REREAR T Ay J ﬁ; Tk e JI T B R 2 R M T B S
NG

ME4#E . zhangxinwen@xtbg. ac. cn

HEAE : xuxiaoting@xtbg.ac.cn

PRG | 9

PRG | 10



PRG | 11

AR fii

AETE

AN

TR AR R FRIERIPIS R

e LR ) AR Wi B =2 E s HRJR Y
b S8 73 DAL

HEAE : chenlinlin@xtbg.ac.cn

I IR
G A A A A AL 5 7 R R

B

HEAE: chenpeirong@xtbg.ac.cn

F: ZEIERIBTS A
AR R S RS

HEAE : zhaojiagang@xtbg.ac.cn

T RIS G KRBTSR,
5HREWHHE T REREHTT

TEUZR T 4 DX B T - L3 T A5 A )
HERHA IR X

HEFE . 1162431773@qq.com

Napussawan
‘['hongsangtum

CZRE))

=nava) N
5] A%

1 ik

ERELS

. TR R
BTS2 %
T AR

HEAH : napussawan@xtbg.ac.cn

I TRV 5
IEAEAE R
HEFE : gaoyi20@mails.ucas.ac.cn

I FRIGHIE 5
e 50>

HEAE : liweicheng20@mails.ucas.ac.cn

U 2RI 5
EAEA R

MEAS . xiaoshumei20@mails.ucas.ac.cn

PRG | 12



-

T Ry
ln-oRE| = ’

Bl [Iml' ;‘t z/ 2 ol -
s m/ - W/ di

1 =t

2

=

AT & SENE

mAESAI =T
HH I AT B FE AL B
fre il 1A, HASA
JUAT IR ST B FR A 2 A S
o RAE G B BOR S I
= IRAEELE, AT
PRASAL B AR AR
BRI bR AR BT R
5%, L= T TR A
I OBE N IR NE S S
AR A R AL S

PRG| 13

B A 1%

U

102 &R

ARSI A IR A
Wb PR BLAE RN ARHL
Bis ROt BB B
JERILS DI AL IRAEALSE
B GOR AR A B Ah 22
BRI PRR EBORSR AR
B GRS = e 3T
AR ; s A s B
fili: B 55 ar S 20T AL
AR ANEIR B e

R} & HEAR

AU SRR
AR B I E AR B
XA A AL A
HAETHFFRHE R R TSR
(VR R AV NNE (DR g s SN
A WA A B iR o B AR A
YIRS o

20204 HT G A AR
30008, BrdE Ak ik
2001y, FriEIMAAEYI R A
AT600173s

Kt
Jdjo

10

11

12

Mt E

BARZRE R RIEMARBAEEEENEM, HESHZLA 2020 FFHiEIN
B 510, 1#m& 2320 Ait; WA 120, SRHE BT 1600 A IT.

H7 1 I H
XilRE 78/ Ax AR A
EE&ZMEMAB 150

oES

FREREENSHTERE
AFERlE-{f R 55 R E KT
“EBREIHT-FAT 2 XMEN S
MR EEIME

P BRI AT AT i SRS B ATRME
MERETIMEEX

Mg LA TR B A E KR E R &
EEZN

EeZTEMMFSH
LI E

ExBAREEE L
=

BSEEENFES

=

SR EMEUT &R

o 5
5T -

I E

e

A S ERE AN EE

B R R R AR SRR T
BRSBTS T S SR

ERENSEYINEIRK

?Eﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%@ﬁfﬁé%ﬁ%ﬁ
&

hERFR “SEFRHS” BIH
EaeRHMtEEESHSIEET
AFRREEYIX RhE TR B SR
HEH#5#E (Hoanh-Bo) Mttt BB RIFR

~EE E Mt E T EEEES T
BRI A MEEZTESESS

2

F AR EETTE ) EUV-BIRI{L &4
(UACs) EE T Rm =Rt =i

KR
RHRER

EREAMFEETRE
(2=

PRIBER R B EATL X
PR FAR
PRI ST FB

TR

ExRBAREEE EIHE

SPERMFE ‘AR
=
EREABNFEEEF
i

PRI “T S EEFE" B
3

rhfl PR R BB R By A A
R EEYFME
FERE SLWFE20195F
EAREEEE

61

310

294

250

200

100

80

~J

5

16

15

i 1=
N
FUE
Y
i
PURES
PURES

PURES

PRG | 14



e
—_

=1

THYE

200 FHETHEHESEE
g REMERETE
MREEYMIBEE N
T, MUP. EXWRE
(hERZE: HIkRZE)
(SCIENCE CHINA-Earth
Sciences) IEXNHM. %%
BINE T PEFEFANS FE
fRILIL, MABTIEER
BEe Rt EEYE
S5HF e s FHHRE

PRG| 15

=
—EXE

HESEHERYRE LR
i o 25 52 B 5200 77 1Y [l B
ZAREATI. 2020 FEHF53A
UAE—EELRN20E
XEHASCl, Ehas
—XNXE47F. AREE
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences,
Global and Planetary
Change, American Journal
of Botany B E R FH|4)
ERFTRFEERIR

]
NEBH

HESE—BEREMIL
NARMWBREMHE.
2020 FHAESERIT A
RYE 4 =, HEbEFESE
EREXNERENRE
EMBEERWREHA, X
BT8R #ES
71, FERFEZMRRMEL,
N R o X FH A
e ERNIIMNEIES K

hvcy
/)IL o

10

11

1®&

Aung, A.T., Huang, J.,
Do, T.V., Song, A., Liu,
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R., Zhou, Z.-K., Su, T.

Del Rio, C., Wang,
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Liang, X.-Q., Spicer,
T.E.V., Zhou, Z.-K.,
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Li, S., Huang, J., Tang,
H., Low, S.L., Wang,
T., Xu, H., Xu, X., Liu,
P., Zhou, Z.-K.

Huang, J., Su, T., Li,
S.-F., Wu, F.-X., Deng,
T., Zhou, Z.-K.

Liu, J., Wang, T.-X.,
Zhang, X.-W., Song,
A., Li, S.-F., Spicer,
T.E.V., Spicer, R.A.,
Wu, F.-X., Su, T.,
Zhou, Z.-K.

Low, S.L., Su, T.,
Spicer, T.E.V., Wu,
F.-X., Deng, T., Xing,
Y.-W., Zhou, Z.-K.

Tang, H., Li, S.-F.,

Su, T., Spicer, R.A.,
Zhang, S.-T., Li, S.-H.,
Liu, J., Lauretanao, V.,
Witkowski, C., Spicer,
T.E.V., Deng, W.-Y.-D.,
Wu, Meng-X., Ding,
W.N., Zhou, Z.-K.

Wang, T.-X., Del Rio,
C., Manchester, S.R.,
Liu, J., Wu, F.-X.,
Deng, W.-Y.-D., Su, T.,
Zhou, Z.-K.

N E R

Three new fossil records of Equisetum
(Equisetaceae) from the Neogene of
southwestern China and northern Vietnam.

New Eocene fossil fruits and leaves
of Menispermaceae from the central
Tibetan Plateau and their biogeographic
implications.

First macrofossil record of Icacinaceae in
East Asia (early Oligocene, Wenshan Basin)
and its ecological implications.

Asclepiadospermum gen. nov., the
earliest fossil record of Asclepiadoideae
(Apocynaceae) from the early Eocene of
central Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau, and its
biogeographic implications.

Fossil record of Ceratophyllum aff.
muricatum Cham. (Ceratophyllaceae)
from the middle Eocene of central Tibetan
Plateau, China.

Sharp changes in plant diversity and
plant-herbivore interactions during
the Eocene-Oligocene transition on the
southeastern Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau.

Pliocene flora and paleoenvironment of
Zanda Basin, Tibet, China.

Snapshot of the Pliocene environment of
west Kunlun region, Northwest China.

Oligocene Limnobiophyllum (Araceae)
from the central Tibetan Plateau and its
evolutionary and palaeoenvironmental
implications.

Early Oligocene vegetation and climate
of southwestern China inferred from

palynology.

Fossil fruits of Illigera (Hernandiaceae)
from the Eocene of central Tibetan Plateau
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Journal of
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American Journal of
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Review of
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Global and
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SCIENCE CHINA
Earth Sciences

Palaeobiodiversity
and
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Journal of
Systematic
Palaeontology

Palaeogeography,
Palaeoclimatology,
Palaeoecology

Journal of
Systematics and
Evolution
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Wang, T.-X., Huang,
J., Ding, W.-N., Del
Rio, C., Su, T., Zhou,
Z.-K.

Su, T., Spicer, R.A.,
Wu, F.-X., Farnsworth,
A., Huang, J., Del Rio,
C., Deng, T., Ding,

L., Deng, W.-Y.-D.,
Huang, Y.-J., Hughes,
A., Jia, L.-B., Jin,
J.-H., Li, S.-F., Liang,
S.-Q., Liu, J., Liu,
X.-Y., Sherlock, S.,
Spicer, T., Srivastava,
G., Tang, H., Valdes,
P., Wang, T.-X.,
Widdowson, M., Wu,
M.-X., Xing, Y.-W.,
Xu, C.-L., Yan J.,
Zhang, C., Zhang,
S.-T., Zhang, X.-W.,
Zhao, F., Zhou, Z.-K.

Wu, M.-X., Huang, J.,
Su, T., Leng, Q., Zhou,
Z.-K.

Zhou, Z.-K., Deng, T.

Zhou, Z.-K., Wang,
T.-X., Huang, J., Liu,
J., Deng, W.-Y.-D., Li,
S.-H., Deng, C.-L., Su,
T.
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Li, S.-H., Su, T.,
Spicer, R.A., Xu, C.,
Sherlock, S., Halton,
A., Hoke, G. Tian,
Y., Zhou, Z-K. Deng,
C.-L., Zhu, R.-X.

Spicer, R.A., Farnsworth,
A., Su, T.

N E R

Fossil involucres of Ostrya (Betulaceae)
from the early Oligocene of Yunnan and
their biogeographic implications.

A Middle Eocene lowland humid subtropical
“Shangri-La” ecosystem in central Tibet.

Tsuga seed cones from the late Paleogene
of southwestern China and their
biogeographical and paleoenvironmental
implications.

The Tibetan Plateau is a natural laboratory
for studying organic evolution and
environmental change.

Fossil leaves of Berhamniphyllum
(Rhamnaceae) from Markam, Tibet and
their biogeographic implications.
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H

Oligocene deformation of the Chuandian
terrane in the SE margin of the Tibetan
Plateau related to the extrusion of
Indochina.

Cenozoic topography, monsoons and biodiversity
conservation within the Tibetan Region: An
evolving story.
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Palaeoworld
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Earth Sciences
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Spicer, R.A., Su,

T., Valdes, P.J.,
Farnsworth, A., Wu,
F.-X., Shi, G., Spicer,
T.E.V., Zhou, Z.-K.

Biswas, A., Bera, M.,
Khan, M.A., Spicer,
R.A., Spicer, T.E.V.,
Acharya, K., Bera, S.

Chen, W.-Y., Su, T.

Deng, T., Wu, F.-X.,
Zhou, Z.-K., Su, T.

Ding, W.-N., Ree, R.H,
Spicer, R.A., Xing,
W.-W.

Fan, Y., Wang, L., Su,
T., Lan, Q.

Hazra, M., Hazra, T.,
Spicer, R.A., Sarkar,
S., Spicer, T.E.V.,
Bera, S.

Hazra, T., Spicer,
R.A., Hasra, M.,
Mahato, S., Spicer,
T.E.V., Bera,

S., Valdes, P.J.,
Farnsworth, F.,
Hughes, A.C., Yang,
J., Khan, M.A.

Huang, Y.-J., Jia,
L.-B., Su, T., Zhu, H.,
Momohara, A., Gu,
Z.-J., Zhou, Z.-K.

Huang, Y.-J., Shen, H.,
Jia, L.-B., Li, S.-F., Su,
T., Nam, G.-S., Zhu, H.,
Zhou, Z..-K.

Khan, M.A., Hazra,
M., Mahato, S., Spicer,
R.A., Roy, K., Hazra,
T., Bandopadhaya, M.,
Spicer, T.E.V., Bera, S.

The topographic evolution of the Tibetan
region as revealed by palaeontology.

Evidence of fungal decay in petrified
legume wood from the Neogene of Bengal
Basin, India.

Asian monsoon shaped the pattern of
woody dicotyledon richness in humid
regions of China.

Tibetan Plateau: An evolutionary junction
for the history of modern biodiversity.

Ancient orogenic and monsoon-driven
assembly of the world’s richest temperate
alpine flora.

Spring drought as a possible cause for
disappearance of native Metasequoia in
Yunnan Province, China: Evidence from
seed germination and seedling growth.

In situ occurrence of a gall midge
(Insecta, Diptera, Cecidomyiidae)

on fossilized angiosperm leaf cuticle
fragments from the Pliocene sediments of
eastern India

Latest Neogene monsoon of the
Chotanagpur Plateau, eastern India,
as revealed by fossil leaf architectural
signatures.

A warm-temperate forest of mixed
coniferous type from the upper Pliocene
Sanying Formation (southeastern edge of
Tibetan Plateau) and its implications for
palaeoecology and palaeoaltimetry.

Macroscopic fossil charcoals as proxy of a local
fire linked to conifer-rich forest from the late
Pliocene of northwestern Yunnan, Southwest
China.

Cretaceous Gondwana origin of the
wax palm subfamily (Ceroxyloideae:
Arecaceae) and its palaeobiogeographic
context.

HATIl

Palaeobiodiversity
and
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Fungal Biology
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SCIENCE CHINA
Earth Sciences

Science

Global Ecology and
Conservation

Journal of
Asia-Pacific
Entomology

Palaeogeography,
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Review of
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Khan, M.A., Spicer,
R.A., Spicer, T.E.V.,
Roy, K., Bera, M.,
Hazra, T., Mahato, S.,
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Liang, X.-Q., Lu, P.,
Su, T.

Murray, M., Soh,
W.-K., Yiotis, C.,
Spicer, R.A., Lawson,
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Nel, A., Wang, B.,
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Wappler, T.

Song, B., Spicer,
R.A., Zhang, K., Ji,
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Hughes, A.C., Yang,
Y., Han, F., Xu, Y.,
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Stull, G.W., Tiffney,
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S.R., Del Rio, C.,
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Xiong, Z., Ding,

L., Spicer, R.A.,
Farnsworth, A., Wang,
X., Valdes, P.J., Su, T.,
Zhang, Q., Zhang, L.,
Cai, F., Wang, H., Li,
Z., Song, P., Guo, X.,
Yue Y.

Zolina, A.A.,
Golovneva, L.B.,
Spicer, R.A.
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N E R

Dipterocarpus Gaertn. (Dipterocarpaceae)
leaves from the K-Pg of India: A
Cretaceous Gondwana origin of the
Dipterocarpaceae.

Fruits of Ceratophyllum (Ceratophyllaceae)
from the late Miocene in Huaning,
Southwest China and its paleoecological and
paleophytogeographical significances.

Consistent Relationship between
Field-Measured Stomatal Conductance
and Theoretical Maximum Stomatal
Conductance in C3 Woody Angiosperms in
Four Major Biomes.

Leaf-mimicking katydids from the Middle
Miocene of Yunnan, southwestern China
(Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae).

Qaidam Basin leaf fossils show
northeastern Tibet was high, wet and cool
in the early Oligocene.

Endocarps of Pyrenacantha (Icacinaceae)
from the Early Oligocene of Egypt.

Snapshot of the Pliocene environment of
west Kunlun region, Northwest China.

Latest Cretaceous (Maastrichtian) climate
of the Koryak Upland of North- East
Russia based on a quantitative analysis of
a palaeo-polar flora.
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Today's fuma and flora are a continuation from their geo-
logical past. In order to better understand how pattems of
biodiversity form and organic evolution takes place, it is
necessary to study these flora and fauna over time. Fur-
thermore, modem pattems of biodiversity are a synergistic
product of orgamic evolution and envirommental change.
Environmental factors both today and in the geological past
deeply impact pattems of biodiversity. Thus, palecenviron-
‘ments must be reconstructed by studying the compositions of
faunal and floral assemblages, and by taking approaches as
diverse as leaf physiognomy and the examination of tooth
enamel composition

The formation of the Tibetan Plateau is the most sig-
nificant geological event of the Cenozoic. The concomitant
topographical changes profoundly altered atmospheric cir-
culation as well as biodiversity in both Asia and around the
world. Consequently, the Tibetan region can be regarded as a
natural laboratory for studying organic evolution and geo-
logical environmental change. As several smdies have de-
‘monstrated, fossils are the key to open this laboratory. One
pioneering study used oak fossils (Quercus sect Hetero-
balanus) found at 5600 m on Xixiabangma Mountain (elev.
=000 m) in the Himalayas to reconstruct palecaltitudes of

* Comspondiag ssthor (smail: shousk@xtbg .c5)

the Tibetan Platean (Xu et al., 1973). More recently. Su et al
(2019) suggested that Tibet has a complex crographic history
and that during the Paleogene the core of Tibet did not have s
high plateau. They amived at these conclusions by integrat.
ing insights from palm fossil studies, palm ecological niches
and climate modelling. Comprehensive analysis of the
Pliocene mammalian fauna of Tibet led Deng etal. (2011} tc
propose the “Out of Tibet” hypothesis, which provides new
insights into how phylogeny and biogeography can be used
to study modem mammals.

Decades of hard work amd paleontological research i
Tibet have led to great progress and the continned discovery
of many important fossils. The geological and biclogical
significance of these fossils has transformed our under-
standing of the Cenozoic faunal and floral assemblages o
Tibet. However, Tibet covers a huge area, and there have
been an insufficient mumber of fossils found in Tibet to fully
recognize the composition of the Cenozoic Tibetan biota.

To rectify this limitation. the Strategic Priority Research
Program of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and The
Second Tibetan Plateau Scientific Expedition and Research
Program (STEF) are recovering more and more new fossils
Here, we edit a special topic, named as “Cenozoic mammals
and plants from the Tibetan Plateau and ther biogeo-
graphical significance”. This special topic consists of five

@ Soience China Press and Springer-Veriag Gmbs Semany, part of Spanger Natis 2013 ‘earth scichina.com link springer com
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